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“The Most Important ‘Then’ in the Bible”      Text – Genesis 3:1-21       LD 3         NT Reading – Romans 5:12-19

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Pick a day, open a newspaper, and you will read there something about the human condition.  You will read about crime, you will read about immorality, you will see adverts aimed at greed and covetousness, you will read stories about impatience, immaturity, and irritation.
But of course, you don’t need to read about it in the paper, just spend a day at the office or the worksite or the factory or the farm or the classroom or even at home with the family – selfishness, rudeness, attention seeking, anger, blame-shifting, laziness, arguments, violence, grudges, stealing, politics, tale-telling, disrespect, bad language, and on it goes.
But you don’t even need others to see attitudes and behaviours like this – it’s all in here (heart) in each one of us, just trying to burst out.  
And to suggest that it isn’t is just self-delusion.  
So, why is this?  Why is there so much of this in us?  And a fair place to start is to ask that if God is the Creator, which He is, is He responsible?  Did He make us like this?

Well, we started our reading at ch. 3, but if you turn back to 1:26, it says there that “God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  
So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”  
And look down at v31, “God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.”  
Now, let’s just pause here for a second.  As I talk about this couple in the Garden, I am going to refer to them as Adam and the woman.  And that is because ‘woman’ is her name at the moment.  As we saw in the last verse of our reading in ch. 3, she was only named Eve after the Fall.  2:23 tells us that after she was made, Adam called her ‘woman.’  And don’t think that that is unfair, you know, that he gets a name but she is just ‘woman,’ because Adam simply means ‘man.’  So before the Fall, they were ‘man’ and ‘woman,’ or in Hebrew, Udum and Isha.  

So as we have seen, God made Adam and the woman good.  They were created in His image.  
Boys and girls, I expect you have heard some old aunty of yours tell you that you are just like your dad or your mum when they were young.  And they don’t just mean that you look like them, but that you speak like them and sneeze like them and respond to certain situations just like they did.  Well, Adam and Eve were created, as one commentator puts it, “To have the character of God and live on earth as His representatives.”  Of all of the creatures God made, mankind alone could know God, hear from God, and communicate with God.  “We were made to know God and to [be] like God.”
So, we cannot lay the blame for how we are at God’s feet.  He made Adam and the woman in His image; He made them good.  
But then we come to Genesis 3.  And in Genesis 3, we human beings are given a record of the Fall.  And very simply, in these verses we see how the fall happened, how deep the fall was, and finally, how hope for fallen humans is introduced.
So first of all, in this Record of the Fall, we see how the fall happened.

1. Again, if you will quickly look at 2:15, we read there, “The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.  And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."”  And it is not a unclear or vague command, is it.  It is very straightforward and plain.  "You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."  So Adam has a choice, each moment of every day – don’t eat from that tree and live, or eat from that tree and die.
2. Well, sometime later, we don’t know how long, the serpent meets the woman, and as we read in 2 Cor. 11:3, “the woman was deceived by the serpent's cunning.”  She ate the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of good and evil, and she gave some to her husband who was with her and he ate also.  
a. And as an aside, what was the fruit, boys and girls?  An apple? All the pictures in the children’s Bible stories have an apple and most people talk about them eating the apple.  But note that the Bible no where mentions what the fruit was.  It is simply ‘the fruit.’  We do not know what type of fruit it was.  
b. But in eating the fruit, they broke God’s commandment and fell from the state of being very good into the state of being sinners.
And that, in its stark simplicity, is how the Fall happened.  So let’s consider next how deep the Fall was.

1. In v7, we read, “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.”  Just after the man and woman were created, we are told they “were both naked, and they felt no shame.”  But now, because they have sinful hearts, they feel shame at being naked.  
a. And we all know just how powerful a thing that shame is.  Right?  When we are discovered in sin or proven guilty.  There is a deep sense of shame.  So, shame has entered the world.
2. And then we read, “the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.”  So Fear has entered the world.  
a. The implication of what we read is that Adam and the woman would regularly enjoy spending time with the LORD God in the garden, but now they hide from Him.  And they hide because they know what they deserve from God – death.  The God they used to know as a friend is now a God of judgment.  
i. And isn’t fear in general a large part of the human condition, people of God?  We fear many things.  We here in Christchurch have come to fear the shaking of the ground.  Boys and girls fear the dark or noises in the night or monsters that don’t even exist!  Fear can become a debilitating part of relationships.  We can become frozen and unable to act as we wish because of the fear of how others might react or the consequences of our actions.  We fear Islamic terrorism, ebola, cancer, war, financial ruin, etc etc.  Fear entered the world.
3. But in vv9-13, we see also that blame-shifting enters the word as Adam blames first God, because you gave me the woman, and then the woman, because she gave me the fruit.  And then the woman blames the serpent for deceiving her.  
a. And blame-shifting has been a part of our condition ever since.  It’s not my fault – he made me do it, she made me do it, I can’t help it, it is a sickness or an addiction, It is just how I am genetically wired, everyone does it, and on it goes...  Blame-shifting has entered the world.
4. And then, as the Lord brings judgment to the serpent and the woman and the man, pain enters the world as the woman is told that “with pain she will give birth to children.”  
a. And there are probably several band aids among us today and a number of us who’ve taken panadol today for a headache or some such thing, and there are others who cannot be here because they are in too much pain and discomfort.  Pain has entered the world.
5. And in v16, relationships that were exquisite and pure and beautiful and a constant mutual blessing become subject to turmoil and hurt and frustration and even break down in the words the Lord speaks to the woman of desire and rule.  
a. And every single one of us can only go uh huh.  Yup.  I sure know what that looks and feels like.  
6. And from v17 we see that life will basically become a sweaty, prickly, repetitive, frustrating grind.  
a. Boys and girls, do you know what a ‘chore’ is?  Do you have chores in your house that each of you need to do?  Well, before the Fall, there was no such thing as a chore.  It is a post-Fall word.  There was no list on the fridge for the chores that each child has to do, with the threat of punishment if it is not done, because we all know that if there is no list and no threat of punishment, those chores simply will not get done.  Life is plain hard work.
7. We see then that Adam and the woman now had a sinful and corrupt nature.  And because of what we read in Romans 5 earlier, about our connection with Adam, and because of verses like Psalm 51:5 and Jeremiah 17:9 and Isaiah 53:6 and Isaiah 64:6, and because of the sin we see around us and within us, we know that we share the sinful and corrupt nature of our original parents – Adam and the woman.  
8. So humanity was now subject to the consequences of sin.  And if we do the depth of the fall equation, it looks like this: Shame + fear + blame-shifting + relationship-turmoil + chores + 10000 other consequences of the Fall = Romans 8:20-21.  For there the creation that God once described as “very good,” is now described as “subjected to frustration” and in “bondage to decay” and “groaning.”  
9. J. C. Ryle, an Anglican bishop of the nineteenth century described man as a smashed up temple.  And you boys and girls have seen pictures of smashed up temples in books and movies.  Some adventurer discovers the ruins of a temple somewhere, or as the day dawns after a night of WWII bombing, where once there stood a magnificent cathedral, now there is a pile of rubble.  And for different reasons, of course, we have one of those in the middle of our city now, several in fact.  You know it was once something beautiful and spectacular and ornate and lofty, but now the windows are smashed in, the spire is gone, the pillars have crumbled, and the gold is long gone.  Well, we too are not what we were.  We were in the image of God and very good, but now we are sinful and corrupt.  
Well, thirdly and lastly, we see in the record of the Fall how hope for fallen humans is introduced.
1. Do you remember what God told Adam would happen if he ate from the Tree of the knowledge of good and evil?  You will surely die.  So the Bible could have ended at 3:6 – The woman ate the fruit, Adam ate the fruit, and they both fell down dead.  Fullstop.  But that is not what happens is it.  We know that he will die, but he is not dead yet.  
2. Now, he is spiritually dead.  And we see that as Adam hides from God.  As God comes into the garden, Adam does not seek God.  He doesn’t call out to God to apologise for what he has done.  He doesn’t come and grovel in the dust in sorrow at his disobedience.  Adam is now a ‘God-avoider’ and not a ‘God-seeker.’  Adam is now sinful and corrupt.
3. But there is a Genesis 3:8 in the Bible!  The story of God and man continues!  When I preached to you on Ephesians 2:4, “But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive in Christ…” I called the sermon “The Most Important ‘But’ in the Bible.”  Well, it is because of v8 that I have called this sermon ‘The Most Important ‘Then’ in the Bible.”  For God seeks Adam and the woman.  God comes down to Adam and the woman.  God still cares for humanity, despite the Fall and their new state of sin and corruption.  
4. And God comes to them with more revelation.  According to the Law, they deserve death.  But now God speaks the gospel of grace – undeserved favour.  And as He does, hope enters the post-Fall equation.  
a. For notice here - What does God require them to do in vv14-19?  As you look through those verses, what new commandment must they keep now?  What obligation must they now perform?  What work of penance must they do to put things right?  Nothing.  There is no command, because Adam is incapable of doing anything of that nature in his new condition.  He can no longer choose to obey God.  
b. And so, there is only curse – the serpent is cursed, the woman is cursed, and the man is cursed.  
i. But in the curse addressed to the serpent, we see the essence of hope revealed.  God says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  
A. And although God talks about offspring, as in all the future generations of humanity, He then speaks of one member of the woman’s offspring in particular, “HE will crush [the head of the serpent].”  
B. And we know, because of the rest of the Bible, that the HE spoken of there is (?) the Lord Jesus Christ.  Hebrews 2:14 says this of Jesus, “Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the power of death-- that is, the devil.”
5. So in all that God has said, He has not made any commandments – He has simply spoken of one of the offspring of the woman who will crush the head of the serpent.
6. So look with me now at vv20-21.  How does Adam respond to what God has revealed?  We read, “Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.”  
a. And this, brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, is the response of faith.  How do we know this?  What was the punishment promised if the fruit of the tree was eaten?  You shall surely die.  But what does Adam call his wife?  “The mother of all the living.”  Adam has recognized that the possibility of life remains because of God’s promise to send someone who will crush the serpent’s head.  And Adam believes in God’s promise.  Adam trusts God’s word.  Adam is convinced that what God has promised, He will do.  
b. And then, in v21, God clothes them.  And this is not God producing an outfit that simply covers up their naked bodies and keeps them warm!  
i. The word ‘clothed’ is also used in 2 Chron. 6:41 where it talks about being “clothed with salvation.’  
ii. Isaiah 61:10 says, “I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For He has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness.”  
iii. Galatians 3:27 says, “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”  
iv. Well, God clothed Adam and Eve with “garments of skin.”  And where do you get “garments of skin” from?  Animals.  So an animal has shed its blood and died in order for Adam and Eve to be covered.  
v. So already, in just the third chapter of the Bible, we are told that a HE will crush the serpent’s head, and we are pointed to the way that He will do this – by shedding His blood and dying to ‘clothe’ His people in salvation.
So, sin came into the world by way of the Fall.  The Fall was very deep – every human being is sinful and corrupt.  But God has sent His Son, Jesus, to be the sacrifice for sin.  He is the hope for fallen humans.  If you believe in Him for the forgiveness of your sins, though you die, you shall live.  Can you say Amen?
